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a place in the list of world Powers It cannot be said that she has
reached the zenith of her possibilities, but her progress has, so far,
been sufficiently marked and pronounced to justify our saying that
she has falsified the croaking of her Western critics and their dictum
that Western wine could not be put into Eastern bottles
Any one seeing Japan as she is or reading of her from a distance
is liable to forget the most important fact that she was almost nothing
in the sixties of the I9th century    The modern regime in Japan
began from after 1868 A D    At that time Japan was still living her
secluded primitive life , her people, in spite of the smallness of their
numbers, were divided into numerous classes, sects and even castes
and sub<astes    The Administration was carried out on primitive
lines and the population was oppressed by a large number of feudal
lords who exercised more or less independent powers in their fiefs
The Government was a despotic military autocracy    The sovereign
had no voice in the affairs of the state, which were in his name ad
ministered by the military chief of the nation    The people were
steeped in dense ignorance and overridden by superstition   The coun
try had a civilization of its own kind, with its religion and arts im
ported from China and India, but there was nothing like system or
order in the life of the nation    Judged by Western standards it was
all chaos and disorder ind even barbarism    Intercourse with civiliza
tion was confined to the exchange of a few commodities of everyday
use    The imports by far exceeded the exports    The only articles
of export were some silk goods or curiosities of art    All foreign
trade, whatever it was, was in the hands of a few Dutch shippers and
a few Spaniards who had the monopoly of it by Royal grants    Japan
was not open to the civilized world and the latter knew almost noth
ing about it    No foreigners were allowed in the country except the
few traders referred to above and foreign trade was absolutely for
bidden to the sons of the soil    Japan was like a closed cell which
kept its doors shut and had even no windows or ventilators for light
or air from without    The world knew almost nothing about her,